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Statement on Gun-Free School Zones
May 5, 1995

In my radio address last week, I asked the
Attorney General to recommend what constitu-
tional steps I could take to ensure that guns
are kept away from our children’s schools. The
Attorney General has responded to my request,
and next week I will submit legislation to Con-
gress that will put the gun-free school zones

act on firm constitutional ground. This legisla-
tion is the most straightforward option available
and must be acted on immediately. I am deter-
mined to keep guns away from schools and am
committed to working with the Congress to
make our schools safe havens where young peo-
ple can learn and grow free from harm.

Statement on the Death of Lewis Preston
May 5, 1995

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
today of the death of Lewis Preston.

As President, Lewis Preston brought strong
management to the World Bank. During a time
of monumental change in the international
arena, including the entry of the former Soviet
Union into the free market and the emergence

of a democratic South Africa, Lewis Preston pro-
vided steady leadership and helped to make the
World Bank a more open and effective institu-
tion.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family
and friends.

Nomination for Archivist of the United States
May 5, 1995

The President today announced his nomina-
tion of former Kansas Governor John Carlin as
the Archivist of the United States at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration.

‘‘John Carlin will provide necessary leadership
in terms of managing the institution, providing
fiscal responsibility, and performing the impor-
tant cultural and historical responsibilities,’’ the
President said. ‘‘He is an experienced leader

with proven commitment to preservation, access,
and use of Government records. I am confident
his sharp communication skills as well as his
experience working with Congress and balancing
budgets will provide the skilled management the
Archives needs during these challenging times.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
May 6, 1995

Good morning. This morning I want to talk
with you about the problem of illegal immigra-
tion. It’s a problem our administration inherited,
and it’s a very serious one. It costs the taxpayers
of the United States a lot of money, and it’s

unfair to Americans who are working every day
to pay their own bills. It’s also unfair to a lot
of people who have waited in line for years
and years in other countries to be legal immi-
grants.

VerDate 27-APR-2000 12:22 May 04, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00646 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\95PAP1\95PAP1.086 txed01 PsN: txed01



647

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / May 6

Our Nation was built by immigrants. People
from every region of the world have made last-
ing and important contributions to our society.
We support legal immigration. In fact, we’re
doing what we can to speed up the process
for people who do apply for citizenship when
they’re here legally. But we won’t tolerate immi-
gration by people whose first act is to break
the law as they enter our country. We must
continue to do everything we can to strengthen
our borders, enforce our laws, and remove ille-
gal aliens from our country.

As I said in my State of the Union Address,
we are a nation of immigrants, but we’re also
a nation of laws. And it is wrong and ultimately
self-defeating for a nation of immigrants to per-
mit the kind of abuse of our immigration laws
we have seen in recent years.

This week, I sent strong legislation to Con-
gress to try to stop those abuses, to secure our
borders in the future, and to speed up deporta-
tion of illegal immigrants.

Our immigration policy is focused in four
areas: first, strengthening border control; second,
protecting American jobs by enforcing laws
against illegal immigrants at the workplace;
third, deporting criminal and deportable aliens;
fourth, giving assistance to States who need it
and denying illegal aliens benefits for public
services or welfare.

Let me talk a little bit about two or three
of these issues. First of all, on strengthening
border control: For 2 years, we’ve been working
very, very hard to strengthen our borders. We’ve
put the best American technology to work at
our borders. We’ve added a lot of Border Patrol
agents, 350 last year, 700 this year. We’re going
to add at least another 700 next year.

In El Paso, our border guards stand so close
together they can actually see each other. They
maintain a sealed border in what used to be
the biggest route into America for illegal aliens.
We’re extending this coverage to other sectors
of the borders. We’ll increase border control
by 51 percent this year over 1993 and by 60
percent along the southwest border. That’s pret-
ty good for just 3 years.

We’re also helping States to remove illegal
aliens who are criminals, and I want to talk
more about that in a moment. But focus on
this: Right now we’re deporting 110 illegal aliens
everyday. That’s almost 40,000 a year. And we’re
going to do even better.

Now, let me talk a little bit about increasing
deportations. Our plan will triple the number
of criminal and other deportable aliens deported
since 1993. We want to focus on the criminal
population or on those who are charged with
crimes but who are here illegally. Every day,
illegal aliens show up in court who are charged.
Some are guilty, and surely, some are innocent.
Some go to jail, and some don’t. But they’re
all illegal aliens, and whether they’re innocent
or guilty of the crime they’re charged with in
court, they’re still here illegally and they should
be sent out of the country.

If they’re sentenced to jail, they should go
to jail. But then after their term is over, they
should be removed from the United States. And
when there is a plea bargain, I want deportation
to be part of the deal. We’ve been doing this
now in southern California, and just in southern
California, under this provision, we’re going to
send out 800 to 1,000 illegal immigrants this
year. It simply doesn’t make any sense for us
to have illegal aliens in our custody, in our
courts, and then let them go back to living here
illegally. That’s wrong, and we should stop it.

Now, in addition to strengthening the Border
Patrol, deporting more aliens who are part of
our court system, and really cracking down on
inspection at the work site in America, we have
to face the fact that we’ve got another big prob-
lem, and that is the backlog. There is actually
a backlog in the deportation of illegal aliens
of over 100,000. That’s 100,000 people we have
identified who are still awaiting the completion
of their deportation hearings. I have instructed
the Justice Department to get rid of this back-
log. If it takes extra judges, we’ll ask Congress
for the money to get them. We cannot justify
continuing to have this large number of illegal
aliens in our country simply because our court
system won’t process them.

We also have hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who have been ordered to leave our country,
who then disappear back into the population.
I have instructed the Justice Department, and
particularly the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, to come up with a plan in which we
can cooperate with the States to identify these
people and move them out as well.

Our country was built by immigrants, but it
was built also by people who obeyed the law.
We must be able to control our borders; we
must uphold respect for our laws. We’re crack-
ing down on this huge problem we found when
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I got here, and we’re going to keep working
at it until we do much, much better.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Map Room at the White House.

Remarks to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee
Policy Conference
May 7, 1995

Thank you. If I had really good judgment,
I would stop now while I’m ahead. [Laughter]
You’re not supposed to clap for that. [Laughter]

Thank you, Steve, for that wonderful intro-
duction and for your leadership. Mr. Prime Min-
ister, Ambassador Rabinovich, the Israeli Min-
ister of Health, Larry Weinberg and Lester Pol-
lack and Neal Sher and members of our admin-
istration who are here, Mr. Lake and Ambas-
sador Indyk, Secretary Glickman. I can’t help
pointing out that we have been a country now
for a very long time, and the Jewish people
have a special relationship with the soil; Dan
Glickman is the first Jewish-American Secretary
of Agriculture in the history of the Republic.
I’m also delighted to see one of the best friends
Israel has in the United States, Senator Frank
Lautenberg, out there in the audience. It’s good
to see you, Senator.

I’m delighted to be here tonight among so
many familiar faces and to have Steve remind
me of that remarkable occasion I had to meet
with this group in 1989. I first spoke with an
AIPAC group in my home State, in Arkansas,
5 years before that. I thank so many of you
here for your support and your counsel. And
I am deeply honored to be the first sitting Presi-
dent ever to address this conference.

There are many things for which I could ex-
press my thanks to AIPAC. I would like to begin
by thanking you for having all these students
here tonight. I think that’s a wonderful—[ap-
plause]—thank you. Thank you. I must say,
when we came out to such a nice, enthusiastic
reception, and the Prime Minister and I were
standing here and they started shouting, ‘‘Four
more years,’’ Steve whispered in my ear. He
said, ‘‘Do you think they’re talking about you
or Prime Minister Rabin? ’’ [Laughter] And it
wasn’t so many years ago when we could have
voted the students in both places in my home

State, but we’ve changed that now, so you’ll
have to decide. But I’m glad to have you here.

I want to thank you for helping to make the
partnership between the United States and
Israel what it is today. I want to thank you
for understanding, by the enormous response
you gave to the Prime Minister, the incredibly
pivotal role he has played in making that part-
nership what it is by having the courage to take
the risks he has taken to make a lasting peace.
Few individuals that I have ever met have risen
to the challenge of history as he has.

He could well have been content simply to
be a member of the heroic generation that de-
fended Israel at its birth and then to have risen
to lead the Israeli military in preserving its
strength against all odds. But instead, he has
shepherded the Jewish state into a new era.
And I am persuaded that no matter what hap-
pens in the days and weeks and months ahead,
there will be no turning back, thanks in large
measure to Prime Minister Rabin.

He has sacrificed many things large and small
to make this relationship work and to pursue
the peace. He has, for example, endured the
ban on smoking at the White House. [Laughter]
But I want you to know something else. When
we first met, as I have said over and over again,
he was looking at me and I was looking at
him, and he was sort of sizing me up, and
I already knew he was bigger than life. [Laugh-
ter] I said, ‘‘If you will take risks for peace,
my job is not to tell you what to do, how to
do it, or when to do it, it is to minimize those
risks.’’ That is what I have tried to do.

I can tell you something, my fellow Ameri-
cans: If they were easy, somebody would have
done it before. Anytime a leader takes on an
issue this fraught with difficulty, this full of emo-
tion, where every day and every way even the
leader must sometimes have mixed feelings
about the decisions that have to be made, that
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